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Part G

Evaluating research 

A summary of Part G
Why is Part G important?

Evaluation of research can happen in several ways. Research and development projects are evaluated for a number of reasons – to see if:

· the aims of the research have been fulfilled

· they have been done well

· it helps tell us more about a specific issue

· the results are accurate

· the results suggest a change in  practice/services

In Part G you will learn about these ways of evaluating research and analyse real examples. You will also consider the practical issues of user involvement in evaluating research to help you decide if this work interests you.

What will you learn by doing Part G?
At the end of this part you will be able to: 

· Understand what evaluating research means 

· Understand what happens in the evaluating research stage

· Discuss the practical issues of user involvement in the evaluating research stage

Skills you will strengthen or develop
Skills that you will strengthen or develop include:

· Level 2: Further practice with thinking about issues

· Level 2: Further practice with developing and presenting an argument

· Level 2: Further practice with speaking in large groups

· Level 2: Further practice with planning what to do next

· Level 3: Demonstrate ability to think about issues

· Level 3: Demonstrate ability to think about case examples

Activity 1
 What does evaluating research mean?
Existing knowledge in evaluating research

What does evaluating research mean? What happens in this stage?
Activity 2
Examples of user involvement in evaluating research
Analysing a case example of evaluating research
Evaluating practice large group discussion

Activity 3
What could user involvement in evaluating research mean for you?
Review practical issues in user involvement work
Plans for dealing with practical issues

Personal exercises

Here are 2 exercises to help you think about the ideas in Part G.

Learning from examples

Think about the example of user involvement for evaluating research in Activity 2 and answer these questions:

· What did you learn from the discussion that will help you in your future user involvement work?

· Is there anything else you want to learn about this stage? If yes, identify who can help you with this. This may be a Link Person in your organisation.

Practical issues in evaluating research

Review the practical issues in evaluating research discussed in Activity 3 and answer these questions:

· Identify which of the issues are of most concern to you

· Do you have enough ideas about how to deal with these concerns? 

· If no, identify who you can discuss these issues with further to help you plan what you can do about them.

Case examples

1. Cochrane Collaboration Peer Review

http://www.cochraneconsumer.com/ 

The Cochrane Collaboration is an international organisation that aims to help people make well-informed decisions about health care by preparing, maintaining and promoting the accessibility of systematic reviews of the effects of healthcare interventions. The NHS research and development levy has been a major source of support for the Collaboration’s work.

Cochrane systematic reviews are prepared and maintained by the members of about 50 review groups. They cover most areas of health care from pregnancy and childbirth to stroke and schizophrenia. In addition, a Consumers and Communication Review Group is preparing reviews of the effects of interventions to improve information and communication among consumers and health professionals.

Consumers have made a significant contribution to all aspects of the Collaboration’s work. They have:

· identified and defined topics for systematic reviews

· developed protocols and commented on their clarity

· searched journals to identify reports for inclusion in the Cochrane Controlled Trials Register

· prepared and maintained systematic reviews on their own or in partnership with others

· written easy-to-read abstracts of reviews

Through these contributions they have added a perspective to the Collaboration’s work that would otherwise be missing. There is still work to do in supporting users, carers and the public in these roles, but the Collaboration is continuing to work at its user involvement strategies so tat more people can be involved and have a positive experience in doing so.
Useful information for participants
Useful websites

INVOLVE (formerly Consumers in NHS Research)

http://www.invo.org.uk
INVOLVE believes that members of the public should be involved at all stages of the R&D process. This means users, carers and the public are active participants, not just ‘subjects’ of research. INVOLVE supports and advocates for this to happen through working with the NHS, and providing training materials and guidebooks for health and social service staff, and users, carers and the public. They also monitor and assess the effects of public involvement in NHS, public health and social care research.

Ease of reading: Good

Folk.us

http://latis.ex.ac.uk/folk.us/findex.htm
This is the website of a user/carer and health and social service staff collaborative project. It aims to promote a research culture that is meaningfully controlled and influenced by service users, disabled people and informal carers, so that research and implementation reflects the concerns of ordinary folk.

Ease of reading: Good

National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE)

http://www.nice.org.uk 
NICE is part of the National Health Service (NHS). It aims to provide users, carers, health professionals and the public with convincing, clear and reliable guidance on current ‘good practice.’ This includes information about health assessments and treatments, and the management of specific conditions. The work of NICE will help improve the quality of care that users and carers receive in the NHS.

Ease of reading: Average

Useful reading

Royle, J., Steele, R., Hanley, B. & Bradburn, J. (2001). Getting involved in research: A guide for consumers. Winchester: Consumers in NHS Research Support Unit. Available online at: http://www.invo.org.uk/pub.htm
This is an excellent document with valuable information for users, carers and members of the public who want to become more involved in research. It describes the different stages in the research process and how you can be involved. If you go to the website you will find there is also a document for health and social service staff called ‘Involving the public in NHS, public health and social care: Briefing notes for researchers.’ 

Ease of reading: Good

Sources used for the material in this part
Cochrane Collaboration (undated). Consumer peer reviewing/peer refereeing. Available online at: http://www.cochrane.no/consumers/Docs.aspx?wfID=24&lid=1&wdID=94

Cochrane Collaboration (undated). Writing systematic reviews. Available online at: http://www.cochrane.no/consumers/Docs.aspx?wfID=37&lid=1&wdID=105
Royle, J., Steele, R., Hanley, B. & Bradburn, J. (2001). Getting involved in research: A guide for consumers. Winchester: INVOLVE (Consumers in NHS Research Support Unit). Available online at: http://www.invo.org.uk/pub.htm
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